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330 Ant7ropologiccd Reviews and Miscellanoea. 

CONFUSION IN GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES. 

At a meeting of the Berlin Anthropological Society held on the 16th July, 1898, 
Professor F. Von Luschan discussed the question of geographical nomenclature in 
European Colonial possessions, with especial reference to the South Seas. Patriotic 
enthusiasm has recently prompted explorers and administrators to associate the 
names of prominent countrymen, or of European provinces and towns, with islands, 
mountains and harbours in the Pacific Ocean. Such a procedure can only be 
justified where a recognized name, native or other, can not be shown to exist. Where 
the contrary is the case the rightful name is capriciously set aside to the complication 
of geographical and ethnological study, and to the coiifusion of the investigator. To 
re-christen as " New Pomerania " an island known for two hundred years as " New 
Britain " is to place an arbitrary difficulty in the way of the scientific enquirer aind to 
remove onie of the minor landmarks of history. This is but one example of a practice 
which increases year by year; and if it is to continue, the student will be ultimately 
compelled to treat the oldel books and maps as if they were written in cipher, and to 
consult them with the key in his hand. Nor will the inconvenience be confined to 
science alone, for it must inevitably react upon commercial enterprise. 

Although Professor Von Luschan's remarks are principally concerned with 
German Territories, he rightly points out that his countrymen are not the oinly 
offenders. The re-christening mania flourishes in the British Empire, and English- 
men and Germans can condemn it with perfect impartiality, for where both are 
offenders the susceptibilities of neither need be wounded by a salutary reform. 

In view of the wide-spread nature of the abuse, Professor Von Luschan is 
anxious that practical measures should be promptly taken to check its further growth. 
He suggests that the meeting of the Geographical Congress at Berlin in the course of 
the present summer would be a favourable occasion to bring the whole question 
forward. Meanwhile he proposes the following rules to indicate the main lines which 
reform ought to follow: 

1. Wherever possible the native name should be retained. 
2. Where satisfactory native names cannot be found, those given by the first 

Eulopeaii discovelers should be retained. 
As it is probable that Professor Von Luschan's views ar e shared by most 

geographers and ethnologists in these islanids, it is to be hoped that they will receive 
the support3 of the British Delegates at the Congress. 

At the nmeeting of the Council of the Anthropological Institute on February 11th, 
1899, the following Resolution in connection with this matter was passed: 

"The Council of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland 
endorses the recommendation of Professor Von Luschan with regard to geographical 
nomenclature in Colonial possessions and uncivilized countries as set out in his paper 
read before the Berlin Anthropological Society on 16tb July, 1898, believing that such 
rules will not only be a great convenience to geographers and other scientific men, but 
will be of considerable practical value in commerce." 

THE NATIVE TnimSm OF CENTRAL AUSTRALIA. By Baldwin Spencer, M.A., ancl F. J. 
Gillen. Lonidon: Macmiillani and Co., Limited, 1899. 

[WITH PLATES XXV TO XXVII.] 
Several references to this work in the earlier pages of the Journial (pp. 280, 281, 

322) bear testimony to its high scientific value. Professor Baldwin Speneer, the 
distingaished Professor, of Biology in the University of Melboulne, bas fortunatelty 
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